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® Mission and Vision:

Cultu’al%i‘i?(‘?‘h;rea ‘
Studies Office

* CGSC Cultural & Area Studies Office (CASO) serves the educational mission within the
institution and across the Army. CASO, in conjunction with partner organizations, provides
a mechanism to engage all CGSC constituencies concerning the importance of cultural,
political, economic and social factors in shaping the operational environment. CASO
outreach extends across the Army with a variety of educational programs, including
publishing, guest speakers, direct support to CGSC classes, live panels, video podcasts,
international cooperation and research.

* CASO and its events create a sustainable advantage for Regionally Aligned Forces, Security
Forces Assistance Brigades, Army schools and Centers of Excellence by providing training
and education tools that enhance Professional Military Education, Pre-Deployment and
Functional Training in support of the U.S. National Security and National Defense Strategy
objectives in a variety of regional contingencies across the spectrum of conflict including
the possibility of Large-Scale Combat Operations. CASO’s purpose is to assist in preparing
globally responsive and regionally aligned forces that work with a variety of partners
including host nation militaries and populations to execute the Army's Prevent, Shape and
Win strategic role.
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OPENING REMARKS:

DRr. DAvVID G. COTTER-
Dean of Academics, U.S. Army CGSC and Chief Academic Officer, Army University.

PANEL MEMBERSS

MR. MARK J. BOSSE-
Chair of Diplomacy Studies, CGSC; Career U.S. Foreign Service Officer.

DR. TIRDAD DAEI-
Senior Instructional System Specialist, CGSC.

MR. GARY HoBIN-
Assistant Professor, DJIMO, CGSC.

MICIDIERVNICIRE

DRrR. MAHIR J. IBRAHIMOV (DR. I.)-
Director, Cultural and Area Studies Office, CGSC.

IRAN AND THE AXIS OF RESISTANCE:
DECLINING POWER OR EVOLVING THREAT?

DATE:
Thur, 06 FEB, 2025

TIME:
1300 - 1500 (CST)

LOCATION:

Arnold Conf. Room,
Lewis and Clark Center,

Fort Leavenworth, KS
All welcome for the audience.
For outstations, the event will be available live on
CGSC's Facebook page at:
https;//www facebook.com/USACGSC
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https.//www.cia.qov/the-world-factbook/countries/iran/map. /Accessed on 11 Dec 2024./



https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/iran/map

Iran’s ‘Axis of Resistance’

Fears of the Israel-Hamas war escalating have soared with concern it could extend
across the Middle East under Iran’s new ‘Axis of Resistance’.

Studies Off' ce

/, Under Iranian influence/control
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq

IRAQ
! - Iran plays destabilizing role
Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq Kuwait, Bahrain, Gaza strip, Yemen

* Kata'ib Hezbollah
- Badr Organization

LEBANON
* Hezbollah

ISRAEL
Within striking
distance of
Iranian
missiles

Bahrain—

* Islamic Jihad

https://static.wikia.nocookie.net/totalwar-ar/images/f/f1/Axis of Resistance.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20231117043609. /Accessed on 17 Dec 2024./



https://static.wikia.nocookie.net/totalwar-ar/images/f/f1/Axis_of_Resistance.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20231117043609

G50 Iran and the Axis of Resistance: & @
- Declining Power or Evolving Threat?

Mr. Mark J. Bosse

Chair of Diplomacy Studies
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
Career U.S. Foreign Service Officer

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College



MARK J. BOSSE

CHAIR FOR DIPLOMATIC STUDIES
CGSC
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Iran and the Axis of Resistance:
Declining Power or Evolving Threat?

Dr. Tirdad Dael

Senior Instructional System Specialist
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College



Justin Perkins
Apostle to Persia
1833

Dr. Mohammad Mosaddegh
Operation Ajax
1953

Amir Kabir
Iran's first William Morgan Shuster lI
reformer Treasurer-General of Persia
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Anglo-soviet occupation of the neutral Imperial State of Per5|a
1941

Nationalization of the Iranian oil industry
1951

Iran hostage crisis
1979-1981



Formation: Post-1979 Revolution and Hostility Toward the West

Navy Missile Downs Iranian Jetliner Over Gulf;
[ran Says 29@ Ale Dead US. Expresses Regret

Pentagon Says Radar o




Iran's missile arsenal

Iran test-firad short-range missifes
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Iran and the Axis of Resistance:
Declining Power or Evolving Threat?

Mr. Gary Hobin

Assistant Professor
Department of Joint, Interagency, and Multinational Operations
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College



‘ mnﬁ?ﬁn@ﬁm
Studies Office

And The Axis of Resistanceis...?

The Axis of Resistance is a network of Iranian-backed
militias and political groups in the Middle East, formed by
Iran by uniting and grooming armed groups that are
dedicated to confront the influence of the United States

and Israel in the Middle East, and shares hostility toward
the countries.

Wikipedia
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Axis of Resistance?

* Islamic Republic of Iran

 Hezbollah (Lebanon)

e Syrian Arab Republic (before the regime change)
* Islamic Resistance in Iraq (Multiple Iraqi groups)
* Ansar Allah (Houthi clan in Yemen)

* HAMAS
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My Perspective

Network of organizations; Iran guides, but may not control

Sharing rhetorical ideology: opposition to US influence and
presence of Israel in Middle East.

Using techniques of terrorism to remain relevant in Middle East.

Less concerned with protecting Palestinians than with retaining
power.

Continuing evolution of threat: action-reaction-counteraction.
Syria - Internal conflict limits external influence?



Prognostication?

Three-dimensional Chess?

Iran will continue to oppose US interests (indirectly) and Israel (more
directly) but will walk careful line to avoid Israeli attacks.

HAMAS will continue to provoke Israeli overreaction as technique to
“prove” its relevance.

Hezbollah will take advantage of Israeli focus on HAMAS to maintain its
relevance.

Houthis will continue to attack Red Sea maritime trade as messaging to
international community: “we’re still here!”

Syria will seek support/assistance; internal chaos will limit ability to exert
influence.




Questions / Answers / Comments
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& SCHOOL of ADVANCED
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Hamilton Lugar School
of Global and International Studies

Source Documents Provide The Following Guidance:

Career-Long Life-Long Learning Skills: Self-Development/Advanced Education

DeVelOpmen! Cultural Education: From Awareness To Competence

1. Understanding Security Environment and Instruments of National Security
2. Anticipating and Responding to Surprise and Uncertainty

3. Anticipating and Recognizing Change and Leading Transitions CJCSI 1805.01B (EPMEP) (Enlisted Professional Military Education PO'icy)

4. Operating Intent Through Trust, Empowerment, and Understanding

Desired
Leader
Attributes

Cultural & Area

5. Making Ethical Decisions Based on the Profession of Ams CJCSI 1800.01G (OPMEP) (Officer Professional Military Education Policy) S

6. Thinking Critically/Strategically and Applying Joint Warfighting Principles at All Levels of Warfare

Foundations Comprehend how factors such as geopolitics, geostrategic, society, religion, region,

of Joint and culture play in shaping planning and execution of joint force operations across
Operations the range of military operations, to include traditional and irregular warfare.
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Contact:

Dr. Mahir Ibrahimov (Dr. I.)
Director
Cultural & Area Studies Office (CASO)
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC)
Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-2300

Phone: (913) 684-3345
Email: mahir.j.ibrahimov.civ@army.mil



mailto:mahir.j.ibrahimov.civ@army.mil
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