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• CGSC Cultural & Area Studies Office (CASO) serves the educational mission within the 
institution and across the Army. CASO, in conjunction with partner organizations, provides 
a mechanism to engage all CGSC constituencies concerning the importance of cultural, 
political, economic and social factors in shaping the operational environment. CASO 
outreach extends across the Army with a variety of educational programs, including 
publishing, guest speakers, direct support to CGSC classes, live panels, video podcasts, 
international cooperation and research. 

• CASO and its events create a sustainable advantage for Regionally Aligned Forces, Security 
Forces Assistance Brigades, Army schools and Centers of Excellence by providing training 
and education tools that enhance Professional Military Education, Pre-Deployment and 
Functional Training in support of the U.S. National  Security and National Defense Strategy 
objectives in a variety of regional contingencies across the spectrum of conflict including 
the possibility of Large-Scale Combat Operations. CASO’s purpose is to assist in preparing 
globally responsive and regionally aligned forces that work with a variety of partners 
including host nation militaries and populations to execute the Army's Prevent, Shape and 
Win strategic role.

Mission and Vision:





https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/iran/map. /Accessed on 11 Dec 2024./

The Islamic Republic of Iran
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Formation: Post-1979 Revolution and Hostility Toward the West
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And The Axis of Resistance is . . .?

The Axis of Resistance is a network of Iranian-backed 

militias and political groups in the Middle East, formed by 

Iran by uniting and grooming armed groups that are 

dedicated to confront the influence of the United States 

and Israel in the Middle East, and shares hostility toward 

the countries.

Wikipedia



Axis of Resistance?

• Islamic Republic of Iran

• Hezbollah (Lebanon)

• Syrian Arab Republic (before the regime change)

• Islamic Resistance in Iraq (Multiple Iraqi groups)

• Ansar Allah (Houthi clan in Yemen)

• HAMAS



My Perspective

Network of organizations; Iran guides, but may not control

Sharing rhetorical ideology: opposition to US influence and 
presence of Israel in Middle East.

Using techniques of terrorism to remain relevant in Middle East.

Less concerned with protecting Palestinians than with retaining 
power.

Continuing evolution of threat: action-reaction-counteraction.

Syria – Internal conflict limits external influence?



Prognostication?

Three-dimensional Chess?

Iran will continue to oppose US interests (indirectly) and Israel (more 
directly) but will walk careful line to avoid Israeli attacks.

HAMAS will continue to provoke Israeli overreaction as technique to 
“prove” its relevance.

Hezbollah will take advantage of Israeli focus on HAMAS to maintain its 
relevance.

Houthis will continue to attack Red Sea maritime trade as  messaging to 
international community: “we’re still here!”

Syria will seek support/assistance; internal chaos will limit ability to exert 
influence. 



Questions / Answers / Comments
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