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A New Golden Age (BRI), a Treasure Fleet (Merchant & Military), and a Restored Wall (A2AD)

Emperor Xi of the Mao Dynasty (2013-2028?) Emulating the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)



Xi Jinping: The Party Centenary Speech 1 July 2021

The country endured 

intense humiliation, the 

people were subjected 

to great pain, and the 

Chinese civilization was 

plunged into darkness. 

Since that time, 

national rejuvenation 

has been the greatest 

dream of the Chinese 

people and the Chinese 

nation.

The Goals of National Rejuvenation and the Century of Humiliation



1st Opium War (1839-1842) 

Taiping Rebellion (1854-1865)

2nd Opium War (1854-1860)

Sino-French War (1884-1885)

1st Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895)

The Boxer Rebellion (1900-1901)

Revolution, Warlords, & Civil War 

(1911-1945)

2nd Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945)

Civil War Part 2 (1945-1949)

Establishment of the PRC (1949)

The Hundred Years of Humiliation: A Key Driver of PLA Modernization



Protecting the Borders & Consolidating Gains: The Conflicts of the PRC, 1950-1989

The Korean War (1950-1953)

1st & 2nd Taiwan Straits Crises (1954 & 1958)

Tibet Crisis (1959)

Sino-Indian Border Conflict (1962) 

Sino-Soviet Border Clash (1969)

Seizure of the Paracels (1974)

Sino-Vietnam War (1979)



Taiwan Unification: A Key Driver of PLA Operations Today

White Paper: The Taiwan Question and 

China's Reunification in the New Era

August 2024

I. Taiwan Is Part of China - This Is an Indisputable Fact

II.Resolute Efforts of the C P C  to Realize China's 

Complete Reunification

III.China's Complete Reunification Is a Process That 

Cannot Be Halted

IV.National Reunification in the New Era

V. Bright Prospects for Peaceful Reunification
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The People’s Liberation 
Army – Army (PLA-A)
Modernization Efforts
&
A Chinese Way of War



Proximity to Politics

Mao Zedong & Zhu De Deng Xiaoping Xi Jinping



Professionalization





Operational Principles



Making Sense of 
a Chinese Way of War
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The People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force (PLAAF)

and 
Its Space Efforts

… are rapidly closing the capabilities gap 

with the United States







Recent developments …

• Developing cutting-edge technologies—including stealth fighters, new aircraft, and airborne warning and control 
systems

• Working on a 6th generation fighter; prototype expected by maybe 2028, design by late 2030s

• Y-20 airlifter … note the routine similarities in Chinese design with its earlier American design (they steal everything 
that isn’t locked down)

• Electro-magnetic catapult for use on 3rd aircraft carrier and beyond (mirrors Ford Class innovation)

• Digital transformation; modernizing its IT systems to transform PLA organizations, processes, and cultures

• Covert recruitment of Western air combat trainers (underscores a lack of confidence in own trainers), i.e. the “grey 
beard strategy.”

• The US is beginning to drop the word “near” as in “near peer threat” or “pacing threat”



Other developments …

• Number of Chinese surveillance satellites has tripled since 2018 to 359; since 2015, 550% satellite increase 
(848 vs. 129)

• Perspective: US has a total of 6,975 operational satellites today (8x as many as China) — and since 2015, total 
US satellites have increased by over 2100%

• So why are military leaders so concerned?  Lines are blurred between Chinese military, civil, and commercial; 
same not true for US where vast majority (94%) are commercial.

• The US just has 300 military and intelligence satellites in operation—roughly a third of China’s total space assets.

• US not fully leveraging innovation in its own commercial sector; Commercial Augmentation Space Reserve 
(CASR) is a step in the right direction; parallels Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF) concept used only three times since 
created about 75 years ago.  

• In 2023, the US commercial sector—the envy of the world—launched (not including government missions) 3X as 
many satellites as the rest of the world combined, and US effective launch capability for 4X the rest of the world 
combined.



Recommendations …

• Beijing has been strategically leveraging its massive regional missile capabilities to potentially neutralize 
major US air bases and ports in the region; our current strategy’s reliance on a select few bases and ports 
strikes this onlooker as a dubious gamble. 

• China has long had a problem producing quality engines for its fighter aircraft.  It appears they are 
energetically solving that deficit.  Given current production numbers, China could soon have the world’s 
largest Air Force to compliment its already having the largest Navy (in numbers, not displacement)

• China is not ahead of the US in space.  But the military and intelligence communities are falling behind the 
commercial space sector and losing ground to China. 

• We need to do a better job unleashing the potential of the Space Force.  The best way to do that is to 
capitalize on what’s already working.  

• While we have a sizeable lead in space, China is galloping ahead copying our technology and countering our 
innate advantages.   
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Chinese Way of War?   Maritime

• Maritime Forces

- Navy  (PLAN)  

- Coast Guard approx

- Militias



“The First law of war is to preserve 

yourself and destroy your enemy.”

Mao Zedong



Historical Context

• Mostly River Wars

• Sino-Japanese War

• Paracels and Spratly’s

• Neo-Jeune Ecole



Chinese Way of War? Maritime

• Maritime Forces

- Navy  (PLAN)  370  (221 US)

- Coast Guard approx. 50 “blue water” OOA

- Militias   hundreds?/purpose built

Don’t forget

- PLAAF/shorebased missile batteries



Questions / Answers / Comments
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