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Dr. Dave Cotter, retired Army colonel, serves as the Dean of 
Academics, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and 
concurrently as the Chief Academic Officer of Army University, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. He was formerly the Director of the Department of Military History at the U.S. 
Army Command and General Staff School. He has been a member of the college faculty 
since 2009 and was previously a faculty member of the Department of History, U. S. 
Military Academy at West Point.  

He has a Master of Arts in History from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
(Peninsular War, 1808-1814), a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies 
from the U.S. Naval War College and a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in Holocaust and 
Genocide history from Gratz College. In addition to the history curriculum, he is active in 
the Genocide and Mass Atrocities Studies Seminar at the Staff College.  

In the past year he has made military history-related presentations to the Society for 
Military History, the Watson Institute at Brown University, the Dole Center for Politics at 
the University of Kansas, the National World War I Museum, and the Naval War College.   

Dr. Cotter is a retired military officer of 32 years’ experience including combat 
deployments in command of a battalion and, subsequently, a brigade.  

    


