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Competition for Influence in Central Asia



Chinese 
Economic 
Impact in 
Central 
Asia

• January 2024 China and Uzbekistan announced, “all-
weather partnership.”

• Uzbekistan is a strategic priority for China due to its 
population and expanding economy in Central Asia.

• China has recently surpassed Russia to become Uzbekistan’s 
largest trade partner, accounting for about 1/5 of Uzbek 
trade. (21% versus 15%) Now true across Central Asia as a 
whole.

• Uzbekistan still runs serious trade deficit with China.

• Kazakh-Russian tensions have made China wary.

• Uzbek trade deals with the European Union and United 
Kingdom offer a way for China to dodge restrictions and 
move goods .

• Approval of Chinese investments in Uzbekistan is far higher 
than elsewhere.

• China vastly expanding its electric car business in 
Uzbekistan.

• Uzbekistan a booster of Trans Afghan Rail and China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan rail.



Chinese 
Soft
Power

• In 20th Century Tashkent was the center of 
USSR China studies.

• Confucius Institute established in Uzbekistan 
soon after independence to promote 
Mandarin Chinese.

• Today competition among Chinese, Russian 
and English languages is a barometer of 
Uzbek aspirations.

• Higher education contacts expanding. China 
setting up trade schools in Uzbekistan.

• Uzbek pupils recently fared poorly on PISA 
academic skills exam.

• Uzbek media very supportive of Belt & Road 
Initiative.
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