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Mr. Brent Christensen
Senior Foreign Service (U.S.Department of State)
currently Foreign Policy Advisor (POLAD)

to the Commander of U.S. Strategic Command
(strategic overview of the region).

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College



Bureau of South and
Central Asian Affairs
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LTC Nathan Moore

former Defense Attaché to the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh
U.S. Embassy, Dhaka

(China’s and India’s competing influences in South Asia).

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
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@ Key Issues in South and Central Asia
and China

Dr. Robert Baumann
former Senior Education Advisor to the Armed Forces
Academy of Uzbekistan

Presentation for the
Cultural and Area Studies Office
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
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Competition for Influence in Central Asia



e January 2024 China and Uzbekistan announced, “all-
weather partnership.”

e Uzbekistan is a strategic priority for China due to its
population and expanding economy in Central Asia.

* China has recently surpassed Russia to become Uzbekistan’s
largest trade partner, accounting for about 1/5 of Uzbek

|
Ch I Ilese trade. (21% versus 15%) Now true across Central Asia as a

whole.

||
Econom Ic * Uzbekistan still runs serious trade deficit with China.
Im paCt in  Kazakh-Russian tensions have made China wary.

* Uzbek trade deals with the European Union and United

central Kingdom offer a way for China to dodge restrictions and
o move goods .
ASIa * Approval of Chinese investments in Uzbekistan is far higher '
than elsewhere.

* China vastly expanding its electric car business in

Uzbekistan. /

* Uzbekistan a booster of Trans Afghan Rail and China-

Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan rail. /
o




* In 20" Century Tashkent was the center of
USSR China studies.

e Confucius Institute established in Uzbekistan
soohn after independence to promote
Mandarin Chinese.

 Today competition among Chinese, Russian

Chlnese and English languages is a barometer of
Uzbek aspirations.
Soft et aspre? .
* Higher education contacts expanding. China
Power setting up trade schools in Uzbekistan.

Uzbek pupils recently fared poorly on PISA
academic skills exam.

Uzbek media very supportive of Belt & Road

Initiative. /
P 4
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Source documents provide guidance for training in three broad areas.

1) Core Cultural Competencies: Core cultural competencies include areas such as understanding culture, applying organizational awareness, cultural
perspective taking, and cultural adaptability.

2) Regional/Technical Competencies: Regionaltechnical competencies deal with applying regional information and operating in a regional environment.

3) Leader/influence Functions: Leader/influence functions include strategic (cultural) agility, (cultural) systems thinking, cross-cultural influences,
organizational cultural competence, and utilizing interpreters/advisors.

CJCSI 1800.01D (Officer PME Policy) and CJCSI 1805.01A (Enlisted PME Policy).
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Contact:

Dr. Mahir Ibrahimov (Dr. I.)

Director, Cultural & Area Studies Office (CASO)
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC)
Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-2300
Phone: (913) 684-3345
Email: mahir.j.ibrahimov.civ@army.mil
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